
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 24: To execute
work for replacement and instal-
lation of 33KV VCB, CT, C&R
panels, the shutdown of 33/11KV
Sub-Station is being observed.

During the shutdown, the
power supply to Bahu Fort and
its adjoining areas will remain
affected on October 25 from 8 am
to 12 noon.

Similarly, the power supply to
Ratnuchak, Sainik Colony and
its adjoining areas will remain

affected on 26 from 8 am to 2 pm.
Meanwhile, to carry out

reconductoring/repositioning and
allied works, the power supply to
Vijaypur, Koulpur, Bandral,
Ramgarh and its adjoining areas
on rotational basis will remain
affected on October 26 to October
31 from 9 am to 5 pm.

However, for thickening of
conductor from Bantalab to Roop
Nagar, the power supply to Upper
Roop Nagar, Lower RoopNagar,
Chinor, Durga Nagar and Buta
Nagar fed from 33/11 KV
R/Stn.Roop Nagar and adjoining
areas will remain affected from
October 26 and 28 from 7 am to 2
pm.

As per Superintending
Engineer EM&RE Circle
Kathua, to carry out the work for
reconductoring of Samba-I feed-
er, the shutdown of 11 KV
Samba-I and PHE feeders is
being observed.

During the shutdown, the
power supply to Adarsh Colony,
Indira Colony, HB Basti, Arzi,
Dansal, Triloke di Chapri,
Thalore Mandi, Garh Mandi,
Sangwali Mandi, Kheir and
PHE tubewells will remain
affected from October 25 to
October 30 from 7 am to 12
noon.

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: The 3rd
meeting of the High-Powered
Committee (HPC) on languishing
projects was convened here today
under the chairmanship of
Principal Secretary Finance,
Navin K Choudhary. 

The Committee cleared 458
languishing projects involving an
amount of Rs 789 crore for fund-
ing through Jammu and Kashmir
Infrastructure Development
Finance Corporation (JKIDFC)
Ltd.

Principal Secretary, Industries
and Commerce, Shailendra
Kumar; Commissioner/Secretary,
PWD, Khurshid Ahmed Shah;
Secretary, PHE/I&FC and
DMRRR, Farooq Ahmed Shah;
Secretary Education, AK Sahu,
Special Officer on Monitoring
Flagship Programmes in Planning
Department, Doifode Sagar
Dattatray and other officers of the
Finance Department and Chief
Engineers of various departments
attended the meeting.

Giving details, Principal
Secretary Finance said in today’s
meeting HPC cleared 196 proj-
ects of PHE Department costing
Rs 224.26 crore, 169 projects of
R&B Department costing Rs
271.30 crore, 76 projects of
Irrigation & Flood Control
Department costing Rs 188.77
crore, 13 projects of School
Education Department costing Rs
6 crore and 4 projects of
Industries & Commerce
Department costing Rs 98 crore. 

Navin said the approved proj-
ects would be funded for time-
bound completion through Jammu
and Kashmir Infrastructure
Development Finance

Corporation (JKIDFC) Ltd.
Pertinently, in its three meet-

ings convened so far, the High-
Powered Committee has cleared
1014 projects in various sectors
across the State involving an
investment of Rs 2171 crore.

The Principal Secretary
Finance said the meetings of the
HPC would be held at regular
intervals to ensure early process-
ing and approval of all such proj-
ects which are languishing for
want of funds. He said the 4th
meeting of the Committee shall be
convened immediately after open-
ing of offices in Jammu.

Meanwhile, High-Powered
Committee for identifying loca-
tions and operationalization of
new degree colleges met under the
chairmanship of Principal
Secretary, Finance, Navin K
Choudhary.

The Committee identified 28
locations across Jammu and

Kashmir for establishing new
degree colleges which will start
operations from 2020-21 academ-
ic session. 

During the meeting, Navin
directed the Higher Education
Department to immediately kick-
start feasibility studies in the areas
where the State land is available so
that the construction work can be
started at the earliest. 

“The Finance Department will
release Rs 1 crore each in favor of
these colleges so that the process
of operationalization and construc-
tion of these new colleges is start-
ed immediately,” the Finance
Secretary said. 

The Committee also consid-
ered other demands and asked the
Higher Education Department to
ascertain the feasibility and
requirement of those demands.
Navin said the other demands will
be considered in next meeting of
the Committee.

Commissioner Secretary,
Higher Education, Sarita
Chouhan, Director Codes,
Mohammad Rafi Andrabi,
Director Budget, Imtiyaz Ahmad
Wani, Director, Prospective
Planning, Pervez Kakroo, besides
other officers also attended the
meeting.  

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: Chief
Secretary, B V R Subrahmanyam
today chaired a video conference
with Deputy Commissioners
(DCs) and District SPs to review
the preparations for the upcoming
Panchayat Elections scheduled to
be held in 9 phases across all 22

districts in the State with first
phase of polling commencing
from November 17, 2018.

Principal Secretary, Home,
Director General of Police, J&K,
Chief Electoral Officer, J&K,
ADGP, CID, ADGP, Law &
Order, Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, IGP Security, Kashmir
Zone and other senior officers
were present in the meeting.
Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu and IGP Security, Jammu
Zone participated in the meeting
via video conferencing.

Preparations with respect to
logistics, security and contin-
gency plans were reviewed
extensively during the meeting.
Necessary instructions were
passed on to DCs and District
SPs for the successful conduct of
Panchayat Elections.

DCs and District SPs were
directed to work in close coordi-
nation and synergy to ensure a
secure and conducive atmos-
phere for participation of people
in Panchayat Elections.

Instructions were issued for
ensuring smooth Panchayat
Elections in areas which may
receive early snow fall this win-
ter in terms of advance prepara-
tions and chalking out a contin-
gency plan for mobility in the
event of closure of roads.

Chief Secretary asked DCs to
nominate nodal officers for each
Panchayat Halqa to coordinate
and monitor various activities
meant to facilitate candidates
and the public.

It was also stressed upon
DCs & District SPs to ensure
adherence to the directions
issued by the Chief Electoral
Officer, J&K and enforcement of
model code of conduct during
the elections.

On this occasion, Chief
Secretary urged DCs to take
required steps for issuing Golden
Cards under the health protection
scheme Ayushman Bharat by
15th December, 2018.
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Governor inaugurates new building of SPS
Library, Raj Bhavan Conference Hall

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24:
Governor Satya Pal Malik inaugu-
rated new building of the Shri
Pratap Singh Library situated at
the M.A. Road, here today.
Advisor to Governor Khurshid
Ganai was present on the occa-
sion.

The SPS Library which was
established in the year 1898, hosts
a collection of books in English,
Urdu, Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit,
Kashmiri, Hindi and Punjabi lan-
guages. It also has a collection of
74 Manuscripts in Persian,
Sanskrit, Arabic and Urdu.

The newly inaugurated build-
ing has sections for senior citi-
zens, Children, Art Gallery and
various other facilities like read-
ing room with Internet Facility,
coffee shop etc. This Library
has a collection of more than one
lakh and fifty thousand books.

Emphasising the high impor-
tance of cultivating reading habits,
Governor observed that books
enhance our knowledge and help
us in developing betterunder-
standing of the events which
shape our societies.

Governor noted that reading
habit is a vital indicator of literacy
level of any household or individ-
ual and added that although tech-
nology has given us new media
for reading and remaining updat-
ed but it has not been able to dis-
place books as a person’s best
companion.

He observed that great person-
alities of the world have always
given importance to reading and
writing and civilizations have
flourished because of their respect
for knowledge preservation and
sharing.

Governor advised that provi-
sion be made for mobile libraries
which could reach readers at their
doorstep and would be very con-

venient particularly for people liv-
ing in far flung areas who have
no libraries nearby. He suggested
promoting creative writing and
book review sessions for encour-
aging reading habits in the socie-
ty.

After having a virtual tour of
the Library through video presen-
tation prepared by the JKPCC,
Governor inspected the facilities
provided for readers in the
Library.

Umang Narula, Principal
Secretary to Governor, Salim
Shishgar, Commissioner Culture
Department, Baseer Ahmad
Khan, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Dr. Syed Abid Rashid
Shah, Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, S.A. Laharwal, Director
General Libraries and Research,
J&K, Shafi Pandit, former
Chairman JKPSC were present on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, Governor com-
missioned the Raj Bhavan
Conference Hall and Auditorium
Complex, meant to host various
function held by the Raj Bhavan,
in Srinagar.

This complex has been
equipped with the latest Digital
Audio Visual facilities and the
auditorium has seating capacity
of 220 persons. This complex has
been designed in sync with the
historical and environmental fea-
tures of the surroundings.

Advisors to the Governor BB

Vyas, K Vijay Kumar, Principal
Secretary to Governor Umang
Narula, Principal Secretary
Finance Navin K Choudhary,
Principal Secretary Planning,
Development & Monitoring
Rohit Kansal, Commissioner
Secretary PWD Khurshid Ahmad
Shah, Director H&P Hashmat Ali
Khan and officers of the Raj
Bhavan were present on the occa-
sion.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
youth selected for the posts of
Relationship Executive and
Banking Associates in J&K Bank,
met Governor.

It is pertinent to mention that
the qualified candidates had
raised their concern with the
Governor about not being
absorbed in the posts for which
they had already qualified.

During meeting the candidates
shared with Governor about aspi-
rations and issues of the J&K
youth.

Governor informed them
about many decisions taken by
his Government for strengthening
sports and entertainment infra-
structure in the State which could
help the youth to hone their tal-
ents. He observed that youth here
needs hand holding as not many
facilities are available here to
explore their talents. He congratu-
lated the candidates and advised
them to work with dedication and
honesty.

Governor SP Malik inaugurating new building of SPS
Library on Wednesday.

Chief Secretary BVR Subrahmanyam chairing a meeting on
Wednesday.

Panchayat Polls : CS reviews 
preparedness with DCs, District SPs

Demarcation of 97 kanals land at Nagrota for cattle pound 

DB directs Div Com to resolve
dispute within 10 days 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 24: Division
Bench of the State High Court
comprising Justice Dhiraj Singh
Thakur and Justice Sindhu
Sharma has directed the
Divisional Commissioner Jammu
to convene a meeting within a
period of 10 days between the
Revenue Department and Forest
Department to ensure resolution
of the demarcation dispute with
regard to the land identified for
starting a cattle pound at village
Seri Khurd in tehsil Nagrota. 

"While Panchayat Elections
may be necessary, the Divisional
Commissioner Jammu ought to
spare some Revenue officers with
a view to ensure the resolution of
the demarcation dispute between
the Revenue and the Forest
Department", the DB added.

These directions were passed
in the open court in the much
publicized Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by SAVE
(Save Animal Value
Environment) an NGO Working
For Welfare of Animals through
its Chairperson Devinder Kaur
Madaan alias Rumpy Madaan
seeking closure of 59
illegal/unregistered milk dairies
running within the limits of
Jammu Municipal Corporation.
The PIL further seeks establish-
ment of a cattle pound for stray

animals.
When the PIL came up for

hearing, Advocate Sheikh
Shakeel Ahmed submitted that
according to the latest status
report filed by Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu out of 97
Kanals and 11 Marlas land falling
under Khasra No.35 at village
Seri Khurd (Nagrota) land meas-
uring 42 Kanals and 11 Marlas
was handed over by the Revenue
Department to the Jammu
Municipal Corporation in pres-
ence of the representative of
Divisional Forest Officer Jammu
on September 28, 2018. 

He further submitted that this
court had already directed the
Divisional Commissioner Jammu
vide its order dated September
24, 2018 to convene a meeting of
all the stakeholders including the
Forest Department to resolve the
demarcation dispute raised by the
Forest Department.

"Instead of resolving the mat-
ter it appears from the status
report that the Deputy
Commissioner Jammu has inti-
mated the Divisional
Commissioner Jammu that 42
Kanals of land was sufficient to
start a cattle pound. AS 97 Kanals
and 11 Marlas land had been
identified for cattle pound there
appears to be no reason to deprive
JMC from the land solely on the
basis of dispute raised by the

Forest Department", he said.
Even Municipal Veterinary

Officer who was present in per-
son apprised the DB that 42
Kanals of land is not sufficient
and since approximately 2200
animals might have to be shift-
ed into this cattle pound, there-
fore, the land is urgently
required.

After considering the submis-
sions of Advocate S S Ahmed,
DB directed the Divisional
Commissioner Jammu that in his
status report he shall also reflect
as to what steps have been taken
by the department for making the
cattle pound functional over the
land in question in the interreg-
num.

Senior Advocate M K
Bhardwaj with Advocate Vasu
Dubey appearing for private dairy
owners submitted that the State
Pollution Control Board has no
jurisdiction in issuing the NOCs
to the milk dairies. At this stage,
Advocate S.S. Ahmed invited the
attention of the Division Bench
towards the affidavit filed by
Member Secretary J&K State
Pollution Control Board, Brij
Mohan Sharma wherein it was
categorically submitted that dairy
units have been included in the
UCM on the basis of Pollution
Potential as red category industry
thus making it mandatory for
such units to obtain consent of the
Board.

At this stage, the Division
Bench directed the Member
Secretary Pollution Control
Board to file a set of regulations
before the next date of hearing
for due compliance by the dairy
owners.

Over 50 prominent citizens appeal Modi,
Malik, people to celebrate Accession Day 
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 24: More than
fifty prominent citizens have
jointly appealed the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Governor Satya Pal Malik to
celebrate the Accession Day of
Jammu and Kashmir officially
to respect the sentiments of the
people of the State.  

The Accession Day falls on
26th October as on this day in
1947 the Maharaja Hari Singh,
the Ruler of J&K, had signed the
Instrument of Accession, acced-
ing his sovereign state into secu-
lar dominion of India which was
ratified by the J&K Constituent
Assembly, representing the col-
lective will of the people, on 6th
February, 1954.  

The joint statement said that
Accession Day is a fulfillment
and jubilation and needs to be
celebrated as such by the people
of the State and also officially by
the State and the Central
Governments. 

The statement said that con-
stitutionally, legally and politi-
cally the Accession made by
Maharaja Hari Singh under
India Independence Act, 1947 is
final and irrevocable. It was a
sovereign act as prescribed
under India Independence Act
which did not have any provi-
sion of "conditional", "tempo-

rary" or "interim" Accession. 
The statement also recalled

that during the Government of
Bakshi Ghulam Mohd, 6th
February was used to be cele-
brated as Yuma-e-Ilhaq, the day
on 1954 the State Constituent
Assembly ratified it'  but unfor-
tunately this practice was dis-
continued thereafter. 

The citizens strongly recom-
mended to the Prime Minister
and the Governor to revive this
practice of celebration of this
historic day and join the people
of the State by celebrating the
Accession Day officially every
year.

The signatories include
Justice VK Gupta (former Chief
Justice of Uttarakhand High
Court), Justice Parmodh Kohli
(former Chief Justice of Sikkim
High Court), Justice KK Gupta,
Justice GD Sharma, Justice SK
Gupta and Justice OP Sharma
(all former Judges of J&K High
Court), BR Kundal (former
Chief Secretary J&K), Kuldeep
Khoda (former CVC and former
DGP), Masod Choudhary (for-
mer VC, BGSBU Rajouri),
Balwant Thakur & Dr Jitender
(Padma Shri awardees), Prof
Lalit Magotra, Maj Gen
Goverdhan Singh Jamwal
(Retd), SS Wazir (former
ADGP), Advocate UK Jalali
(former Advocate General),

Advocate DS Salathia (presi-
dent, Jammu Bar Association),
CL Banal (former Member,
PSC), Dr HL Goswami (former
Member PSC & former
Principal, GMC Jammu), RL
Bharti (former member, PSC),
KB Jandial (former Member,
PSC), Madan Lal (former
ADGP), BD Sharma & SC
Kapoor, Chaman Lal and KL
Dhar (former IAS officers), Th
Gulchain Singh Charak (presi-
dent, Jammu Sadar Sabha), PP
Sharma & SD Swatantra, Dr CM
Seth (all former Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest), Prem
Gupta, Ashok Gupta, MA
Anjum, Ravinder Kotwal, JL
Sharma (all former IGPs), JK
Vaid, BK Raina & BD Mal
Barna (all former Director GSI),
ID Soni (educationist & presi-
dent, State Pensioners
Association), SC Rekhi (secre-
tary, State Pensioners
Association), Dr Satdev Gupta
(president, Jammu Doctors
Forum), Dr BB Gupta (noted
Gastroenterologist), Dr Yudhvir
Gupta, Dr Mohan Lal (noted
cardiologist), Er IC Jandial, Er
KL Gupta & Er OP Gupta (all
former Chief Engineers),
Ashwani Kumar (president,
Press Club Jammu), Zorawar
Singh (chairman, Team Jammu),
Abhinav Sharma (former
President, Bar Association
Jammu), RK Gupta (Senior
Judge), Pavitar Singh (president,
Joint Jammu Progressive Front),
Brig (Retd) MM Choudhary, Col
(Retd) Shiv Choudhary, JS
Sudan & Yuvraj Gupta (PoK
Refugee activists), Anil Modi &
Inderjeet Singh Sahni (industri-
alists), YV Sharma (former pres-
ident, Chamber of Commerce),
Ashok Pahalwan (media person)
and Pawan Jain (social activist).

HC directs for protection
of green spaces in J&K

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: High
Court today directed State
Government to protect green
spaces available in the State and
address all the deficiencies expe-
ditiously.

The Division Bench of Chief
Justice Gita Mital and Justice
Alok Arade also directed for pro-
tection of Mughal Gardens and
said any defacement of these gar-
dens should not be done.

Court directed for creating
awareness and installing public
hoardings for not defacing public
property and punishment thereto.

"We direct respondents to
issue publicity at large regarding
defacement of public property
and authorities shall ensure that
public hoardings are installed and
strict action be taken for defacing
structures at Mughal gardens or at
any other place”, DB reiterated. 

Hearing the PIL on parks and
gardens, the Division Bench
passed direction to government
after Amicus Curiae, submitted
his report before Court which has
pointed many deficiencies related
to the maintenance of parks and

gardens in the State.
Out of 11 gardens, Amicus as

directed by the Court physically
inspected 4 gardens, the Court
directed the counsel to visit the
rest of the gardens and submit his
report before court on next date of
hearing.

The Court further directed
authorities to place status of three
Mughal Gardens namely
Shalimar Garden, Nishat Garden
and Cheshma-Shahi. The Court
called for strict surveillance of all
these gardens and remarked that
they are of archaeological impor-
tance.

The Court recorded that all
over the world, parks and gardens
act as catalyst between nature and
man and help people in soothing
out their stress but unfortunately
in our part of world we are still
lagging behind.

The Court directed that details
of plantation be placed before this
court specifically which have a
footfall from all over the world.

The Court had taken cog-
nizance of a letter by former
Chief Justice regarding need for
earmarking areas for parks and
green space in Srinagar city.

FoIJ demands fiscal incentives 
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 24: Federation
of Industries Jammu (FoIJ)  has
urged upon the  State
Administration and the Union
Government to release fiscal
incentives in favour of the indus-
trialists of the State for the growth
of the industry and employment
generation  in the State.

Chairman of the Federation,
Lalit Mahajan in a press statement
here lauded the efforts of the State
Administration  for taking up the
issue with the Union Home
Minister during his visit to State on
Tuesday for the extension of Fiscal
Industrial Incentives package at
par with North Eastern  states. 

Mahajan raised serious con-
cern in respect of sharp decline
reported  in the Industrial growth
of  J&K  due to non- availability
of Post GST Central/State Fiscal
Incentives to the new units and
units under substantial expansion.
He said the position is more seri-
ous due to reduction in the fiscal
incentives available to the work-
ing units in post GST regime as
compare to the fiscal incentives in
Pre GST Regime resulting num-
ber  of MSME Units are on the
verge of closer and were in the
process of shifting to other parts
of the country.

The chairman referred to
the growth recorded in the last
three years in the Industrial Sector
of Jammu province and said that
during 2015-16,  226 units were
registered and 2915 locals were
provided employment; during
2016-17 253 units were regis-
tered providing jobs to 2830

youth while during 2017-18 just
209 units were registered  provid-
ing jobs to only 2641 youth.

" It is worthwhile to mention
here that the Industrial Estates
developed in our State with the
investment of crores of rupees by
the Industries department is lying
vacant due to non -availability of
investors in our State," Mahajan
said.

He said the  position is more
serious in respect of 7000 to 8000
Micro and Small Scale Units
working in our State, as in post
GST Regime limited  incentives
were given by the State  Govt to
existing Micro and Small Scale
Units who are not availing the
Central Excise benefits prior to
GST regime due to exemption up
to 1.50 crores turnover. It is
worthwhile to mention here that
the majority of Micro and Small
Scales Industrial Units owned by
sons of the soil   are working in
spite of all the odds since last 30
years facing the militancy, limited
market avenues.

"Our request for the grant of
fiscal incentives to Micro &
Small Scale Sector for the reim-
bursement of 42% CGST & 5%
Budgetary support to compensate
the short fall of incentives prior to
GST is pending with the State
Govt since long & any delay on
the part of State Govt to provide
above mentioned incentives to the
Micro & Small Scale Sector may
lead to the closure  of number of
units resulting in mass scale
retrenchment of  Industrial work-
ers," he added.

FoIJ sought intervention of
Governor in this regard.

Govt to re-introduce 
radio taxi service

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: In an
effort to ease public mobility,
Government is planning to rein-
troduce radio taxis in the State.

The plan was discussed in a
high-level video conference
meeting chaired by Principal
Secretary Transport Dr Asgar
Samoon. The meeting was held
regarding mobility on highways
including NH-44, NH-1 and
Mughal Road in State.

Options to invite private play-
ers like Ola and Uber to start
operations were also discussed
during the meeting.

The meeting also discussed
the plan to install GPS system in
public transport, besides erecting
crash barriers on highways to
bring down the number of acci-
dents on the roads.

Dr Samoon directed the offi-
cials to make the current trauma
centres functional on the high-
ways, besides establishing the
new ones so that precious lives of
people could be saved.

He informed that the
Government is also retrofitting
100 ambulances, received from
the Union Government and
deploy them on all accident-prone
roads like Kishtwar, Doda and

Ramban.
Dr. Samoon informed that the

Government is also focusing on
Mughal road to redevelop it com-
pletely as an alternate highway
and access route to Jammu.

Divisional Commissioners of
Kashmir and Jammu divisions
would launch special an anti-
encroachment drive and explore
suitable options for creating way-
side amenities along the National
Highway for convenience of
commuters.

The officials also discussed
the issue of over loading and over
speeding in public transport and
decided to take significant meas-
ures to curb such bad practices,
which can turn lethal.

It was decided that the
Government would continue to
organize awareness programs and
road safety drives to educate peo-
ple about different road safety
schemes.

The meeting was attended by
Transport Commissioner, Dr
S.P.Vaid, I.G. Traffic, Bassant
Rath, Divisional Commissioner
Jammu, Managing Director,
JKSRTC, Additional Secretary,
R&B, Representative of National
Highway Authority of India, D.C
Rajori and other senior officials
were also present in the meeting.

Div Com reviews progress on 
construction of civilian bunkers
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 24: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu, Sanjeev
Verma today reviewed the progress
on construction of bunkers for
civilians here at a meeting with the
Deputy Commissioners of border
districts.

Deputy Commissioners and
SDMs of Kathua, Samba,
Jammu, Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts attended the meeting
through video conference while
senior functionaries of executing
agencies were also present in the
meeting.

The DC Kathua apprised that
work of 1559 individual bunkers
against target of 1956 and 164
community bunkers out of 170
has been allotted , while 41 indi-
vidual bunkers are under evalua-
tion. He further informed that the
work has been started on 145
individual and 10 community
bunkers in the district.

The DCs of Samba, Jammu,

Rajouri and Poonch also
apprised about the status of con-
struction of bunkers in their
respective districts. They
informed about the work done
so far and also shared future plan
with Div Com.

The Div Com asked the exe-
cuting agencies to chalk out strat-
egy for early completion of work
and make activity calendar and
share progress on works with
respective DCs.

The Div Com asked the DCs
to seek progress reports on regu-
lar basis and properly monitor the
work on construction of bunkers
in their district. He further asked
to expedite the pace of work
and meet the timelines.

Earlier, the Div Com chaired a
meeting with DCs regarding dis-
aster rescue equipments for
SDRF. He asked all the DCs of
Jammu Division to review their
list of disaster rescue equipments
for SDRF and send the final list
within a week to his office.

Govt orders 
establishment of Winter
Secretariat in Srinagar

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: In
connection with the bi-annual
Durbar Move, the Government
today ordered establishment of
Winter Secretariat at Srinagar
which shall start functioning
from November 1. 

According to an order
issued by the General
Administration Department
(GAD), the officers/officials to
be stationed in the Winter
Secretariat include one officer
of the level of Special
Secretary/Additional Secretary,
one officer of the level of
Deputy Secretary/Under
Secretary, three Senior Scale
Stenographer/Junior Scale
Stenographer out of which two
shall be deployed with the Chief
Secretary as and when he is in
the Winter Secretariat, three
Computer knowing Senior
Assistants/Junior Assistants and
three Orderlies.

The Winter Secretariat shall
operate from 2nd floor and a
portion of the 3rd floor includ-
ing Chief Secretary’s Chamber
and Committee Room will be
kept operational, it said.

2 IPS officers
promoted 

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24:  The
State Administrative Council
(SAC) today promoted two  IPS
officers to the next Super Time
Scale of DIG level.

The promoted police offi-
cers are  Atul Kumar Goel  and
Bhim Sen Tuti.  An official
spokesman said that  SAC has
accorded sanction to the place-
ment of  these  2004  batch IPS
officers of J&K Cadre,  to the
Selection Grade of IPS ( Level
13 in the Pay Matrix) with
effect from 1-1-2017  and pro-
motion to the Super Time Scale
-(i)-DIG level, with effect from
January Ist, 2018. 

Meanwhile,  Jasveer Kour,
private secretary to Chairman,
Service Selection Board, J&K,
shall await her further orders of
postings in the General
Administration department till
further orders.

Govt revises GP
Fund interest rate
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 24: The
Government today revised the
interest rates on GP Fund and
other similar funds. 

According to an order
issued by the Principal
Secretary Finance, Navin K
Choudhary, the General
Provident Fund and other simi-
lar funds shall carry interest at
rate of 8% for third quarter of
the financial year 2018-19 that
is from 1st October 2018 to 31st
December 2018. 

458 more languishing projects involving Rs 789 cr
investment approved for funding

*Locations identified for establishment of new degree colleges

Principal Secretary Finance, Navin K. Choudhary chairing a
meeting on Wednesday.

Power shut down


